





Storm 'floods East Campus apartments
Cheryl Korthuis
Staff Writer
Instead of the usual blaring music
or cooking smells in most East Cam-
pus apartments, a fan blowing in your
face greets you on the canyon side of
Apartment C.
Due to the stormy rains on September
15 and 16, water flooded the bottom part
of the building. The water came through
the cleaning closet under the stairs, into
the hallway and into the two bottom
rooms.
There was about a five foot radius of
standing water, a half inch deep, flooding
apartment C3, the residence of Jennifer
Alkema, Alanna Dake, Rachel' Hondred,
Sherri Dick and Jena Schemmerhorn.
"It was a good adventure," laughs Al-
kema.
After watching a movie in the living
room around 1 a.m. Saturday morning,




As Peter Illyn put it, God did not make
us and then say, "Awkward moment, I
sublet the apartment. Just go ahead
and push them out."
On September 18, Peter Illyn spoke
to students about a Christian approach
to policy on such issues as the Alaskan
National Wildlife Refuge. As he passed
around a petition in support of the Evan-:
geiical Youth Climate Initiative in support
of action addressing global warming, Mr.
Illyn informed, entertained, and chal-
out the door when she noticed the wa-
ter. After they opened the door, a stream
flowed into the kitchen of C3.
"We tried to soak it up with towels,"
says Alkema, "but that didn't work." After
their futile attempts to clean the mess,
the girls called campus security and
maintenance.
After assessing the situation, mainte-
nance brought in a machine to vacuum
up the water. The first vacuum filled up
in two minutes and they needed a big-
ger machine to finish the job - which took
until 2:30 a.m.
Stormy rains came a few weeks be-
fore classes started and flooded Apart-
ment C during that storm as well.
Alkema said, "Why wasn't something
fixed then? Our biggest worry is what will
happen next time?"
East Campus residents attempt to
mop up the flood which resulted from
heavy rains on September 15 and 16.
lenged those in S101. Illyn focused on
developing a proper Christian view and
response to environmental issues.
An indigenous friend of Illyn's, who
travels bare foot and dressed in Johnny
Cash black, excitedly campaigns for his
land in his native New Guinea. "Suppose
you sell your forest that belongs to you.
Then you sell the life of your children
and the life of your chiidren's children."
This strong message from the poster
Illyn's friend Yat designed expresses his
conviction to care for God's land rather
than selling land to foreign developers.
Illyn also traveled with an Alaskan friend.
o campus
Reverend Trimble Gilbert, an Anglican
priest and indigenous to Alaska, claims
to be both deeply Christian and deeply
tribal. He along with all Gwich'in people
asks the United States and all Christians
to protect his home the Alaskan Wildlife
Refuge. The Gwich'in people live off of
caribou that would be in danger if the ref-
uge was developed.
Peter Illyn does not expect, as he says
in his anecdote, that all Christians ride
around in a garden-topped Volkswagen,
but he does expect care from all Chris-
tians for the Creator's creation. Illyn
said, "I believe that a biblical land ethic
Cheryl Korlhuis
and an indigenous land ethic have more
in common than a Western consumptive
individualist land ethic." In Job, the Word
of God says, "But ask t
he animals, and they will teach you,
or the birds of the air, and they will tell
you; or speak to the earth, and it will
teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform
you. Which· of all these does not know
that the hand of the Lord has done this
[creation]?"
Illyn said, "I'm not going to tell you to
worship the earth but I am going to tell
you that loving what God called good is
not idolatry."
Spinach recall affirms potential for terrorism
Chris O'Neill food crop," said ABC news consultant and former U.S.
counterterrorism czar Dick Clarke.
Since the 9/11 attacks, the federal budget has allot-
. ted millions of dollars for anti-terrorism programs and
biological weapons research, as well as the develop-
ment of a national warning system for the agricultural
industry.
Vahid Majidi, Assistant Director for the FBI Weapons
of Mass Destruction Directorate, says Agro Terrorism
"is clearly one of the pillars of terrorism that we worry
about."
Tommy Thompson, former head of National Health
and Human Services adds, "I'm always worried that
there's a possibility because all we've had to do is see
how E. coli has been able to be 'put on spinach and
has grown on spinach and the tremendous disruption in
families and communities all across America."
The FDA, in association with the USDA and the fed-
eral government hope to spread national awareness of
the reality of the threat. Federal investigators believe
a widespread attack on America's food supply could
be surprisingly easy, not to mention hazardous to the
economy and to the lives of millions of Americans.
Staff Writer
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has is-
sued a national alert concerning agro-terrorism with
possible ties to the current E. coli outbreak.
Last Thursday, national health officials released a
statement that a subsequentE, coli epidemic in at least
eight states had left one Wisconsin woman dead and
more than 50 others severely ill. Since that time more
than 173 related cases in 25 states have been reported,
including two more deaths, and the hospitalization of
92 people. The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention in Wisconsin, along with the FDA have advised
consumers not to eat bagged fresh spinach.
Although the origin of the contaminated spinach has
been traced to three counties in California's Salinas Val-
ley, the source of the outbreak has not yet been iden-
tified and government officials have not ruled out the
possibility of crops being tampered with by terrorists.
"There are clearly people in other countries, who are
hostile to the United Sates, who have the knowledge to
be able to wipe out a food crop or to be able to poison a







Over 200,000 dead, over 2 million dis-
placed, and at least 3 million people reli-
ant on humanitarian aid. This is the result
of a three-year conflict in Darfur:
The conflict began in 2003 when rebel
groups attacked various government tar-
gets. BBC news reports on the cause of
the attacks, "Opposition groups in Darfur
say the government neglects their prov-
http://www.indyjcrc.org/newDarfur%20Sudanhtml
ince and discriminates against black Af-
ricans."
Many Sudanese in Darfur are now
fleeing over the border of their region to
Chad. Jonah Fisher, BBC News, reports',
"As the fighting escalates, May's Darfur
Peace Agreement, or DPA, now looks
much more like a military alliance than a
comprehensive peace agreement."
With the level of violence and the
death toll rising, the need for peace-keep-
ing aid is imminent. The central govern-
ment in Khartoum "claims it inhabits the
moral high-ground, fighting in the name
of peace" (BBC News).
• Evidence shows that peace is drifting
farther out of reach. According to the U.N.
News Service, "In the past two months, 12
aid workers have been murdered - more
than in the entire previous two years."
Tension rises as the United Nations
pushes for the Sudanese government
to allow UN peacekeepers to enter the
country. Pointing to genocide in Sudan,
The U.S. and France are calling for aid to
be granted to the Sudanese.
The African Union agreed last week to
extend its mandate through the end of the
year. TtleJTlandate was supposed to end
in two weeks. In spite of the hope found
in the extension, the African Union's bud-
get is dwindling and resources are be-
coming scarce.
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir .
still refuses the entrance of the United
Nation's 17,000 peacekeeping troops
into the country. Brit Hume of Fox News
reports "Omar Hassan al-Bashir says the
move to get U.N. peacekeepers into Dar-
fur is actually a plan to redraw the region's
borders to Israel's advantage. And Bashir
said last Sunday's Darfur peace rallies in
several countries were 'invariably orqa-
nized by Zionist Jewish orqanizations."
While the people of Sudan continue to
starve and die, the United Nations con-
tinues to hope to persuade the Sudanese
government to accept aid. While the use
of force has been discussed, many ques-
tion the effectiveness of such a move.
The Sudanese government has as-
sured the U.N. that the implementation of
troops in Sudan would be met by armed
forces. People around the world continue
to rally to show support for entrance of
U.N. troops into Sudan.
Dordt's Justice Matters club is also
rallying in prayer. Posters and announce-
ments were made last week to gather




As an academic institution, Dordt is
not large or well-known outside of Re-
formed circles. What draws students
from around the world to Dordt College?
Is it what they expected? What are their
opinions as international students at-
tending Dordt?
From interviewing students from
South Korea, Honduras and Columbia I
was able to formulate a general idea of
international students' perspectives on
Dordt as an institution, inciuding the fac-
uity and students.
All the interviewed students agreed
that generally Dordt was not open-mind-
ed outside of the Reformed perspective.
They also realized, that that was to be
expected. Some 'students wished that
professors would value their opinion
more because they believe there is no
absolute truth when it comes to theology
and doctrine. They felt they were able
to critically analyze Reformed theology
more so than students iNho were Re-
formed because they had grown up in a
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Panel discussion to follow
When asked if cultural diversity was questions it means that they are inter-
valued on campus, Andres Acosta Rozo ested in Harah as an individual as well
said that in looking at the numbers, the as the different culture and perspectives
majority of students come from ......==-=---, that she can offer. Andres
various places throughout the said that more so than peo-
United States, then from Canada, pie asking about his culture,
and finally a very small percent- he thinks that people should
age of students that represent the just get to know international
flags hanging in the Campus Cen- students on a personal basis
ter. But those are just numbers. because as they get to know
If we truly value cultural diversity, each other as individuals, dif-
then people need to realize that ferent things about their cut-
it is not just the international stu- ture will manifest themselves
dents who come to Dordt from a through conversation and
different culture, but everyone. time spent with one another.
Every individual comes to Dordt Culture is part of who an
with different experiences and individual is, but it does not
backgrounds-and that is the dl- T-B: Andreas define us. The international
versity we should value. Acosta Rozo, students would love to see
Do international students feel Harah Sun more people would come to
that they are valued by other stu- Students Without Borders-a
dents on campus? There was a wide va- club where cultural diversity is celebrated
riety of answers to this question. Harah and valued, but not exclusively to interna-
Sun wished that more students would tional students only. Like any institution,
just ask questions and get to know her. It especially in its lack diverisity, Dordt can
seemed as though students were afraid be frustrating, but it is a blessing to see
of asking too many questions for fear more international students and the new
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Art professor responds to Diamond article
David Versluis
Guest Writer
As a member of the art department
faculty and a member of the art com-
mittee last semester, I felt it necessary
to respond to (and hopefully clarify)
certain aspects of the article by Jessi-
ca Braunschweig in the previous issue
of the Diamond regarding the vandal-
ism of the student sculptures installed
behind the B.J. Haan auditorium.
While in general the article presented
the facts and issues surrounding the inci-
dent fairly, a couple of clarifications need
to be made. First of all, the article quoted
a student forum representative on the art
committee, saying that "[Professor Van
Wyk] seemed ready to set up the display
no matter what. ..The proposal he gave
to the art committee was written in a 'no:
would-not-be-taken-as-an-answer kind of
way." I think the quote misstated Profes-
sor Van Wyk's intent. What the proposal
implied was this: if some of the sculptures
could not be displayed (for whatever rea-
son) then none ofthe pieces would be in-
stalled. Van Wyk felt it important that the
grouping be inclusive rather than exclu-
sive for the sake of his students' efforts.
It's also important to note that this was
a student project and that the sculpture
class' proposal was not" power trip," nor
was the subject matter of the sculptures
ever intended to shock viewers; rather
the students wanted to offer their work
to the community of Christ in a humble,
God-glorifying way. Neither Van Wyk nor
his students ever tried to circumvent the
proper administrative procedure. Instead,
they sent their proposal to art committee
chair Sally Jongsma for project consid-
eration, approval and implementation by
the committee, which is the appropriate
procedure. The Dordt College Art Com-
mittee is charged with the responsibility
of on-campus display and curatorial care
of the permanent collection of artworks
that the committee continues to build
from a specific budget each year. On oc-
casion the committee may get a request
for a special student project such as
this one to consider. Student members
of the art committee, including a mem-
ber representing Student Forum, were
present to express their views. They
had insights and were indeed part of the
proposal and decision-making process.
The article's implication that Student
forum was somehow by-passed in the
process is not really accurate. Student
Forum does not normally vote on the
decisions of all committees on campus.
While the art committee in general
Jessica Braunschweig
Sculptures created last semester by Dordt students lie vandalized behind the
B.J. Haan.
saw the value of the project, the mem-
bers also discussed several concerns,
which included everything from content
to site to documentation. At the end of
the discussion the committee could not
vote "no" on the project, but on the oth-
er hand, it could not come to a full con-
sensus either. As a result, the proposal
went on to the Administrative Cabinet
for a final decision. Along the way com-
promises were made to the proposal
such as duration of time the sculptures
could be displayed (since this exhibition
was never intended to be a permanent
installation) and an agreement to post a
statement explaining the sculptures and
their context. The Administrative Cabinet
ultimately gave the project its approval.
S..rviving a Dordt workstudy
Kristina De Graaf hours to having odd schedules to even just hating the
smell accompanying one's job.
As for surviving that first job? Ooms, who is now
part of tne Campus Visit Days staff, suggests talking to
professors to find something available that you like and
can do well. "Don't slack off," she says. Workstudy
bosses are an excellent source for recommendations,
and doing your job well can greatly benefit you in the
future.
The best way to enjoy your job, according to Taylor,
is to simply get to know your supervisors and co-work-
ers. Now working in the Social Science Department,
she says it's simply more fun if you can have fun with
other people.
Staff Writer
While workstudy jobs are adequate at helping stu-
dents earn a few extra bucks, it's no secret that yours
might not exactly be something you want to do for the
rest of your life - or even the rest of the hour.
Seniors Mary Davelaar, Mallory Ooms, Kim Taylor,
and Kristin Tiggelar have all found workstudy jobs
they enjoy, but it hasn't always been that way. All four
seniors have switched from their original jobs over the
years.
Problems have varied from not having enough
ASK Center tutor Kristin Tiggelar says simply, "Just
don't stress out about your job." It's really what you
make of it. You're simply not going to die of an unlik-
able work-study job. "Don't get discouraged if you're
in a job you don't necessarily like," says Davelaar, who
works as a 'Student Payroll Assistant in the Business
Office. "There are a lot of opportunities to find one."
Overall, the girl~ agreed that most juniors and se-
niors have either found off-campus jobs or workstudy
jobs they really enjoy, and it's a great place to meet
new people.
"Just have an open mind," Ooms says, as the rest
nod in agreement. "Even if you don't totally like [it],
you can still have fun."
Body-cavity searches in
the CommonsMetal detector in Rec Center












features 29 September 2006
Tambov tower of truth provides a memorable message
Jessica Braunschweig
Editor
A group of six of us from the Christian Reformed
World Missions Summer Missions Program (SMP) re-
cently had the privilege of being welcomed into the lov-
ing arms of the (Baptist) Tambov Church family/com-
munity in Russia. Taking part in the ten-day church
camp there, we were unprepared for the many ways
our world and views would be changed. Stepping out of
our bus, we stepped into a world of love, laughter and
lessons iearned, both temporarily and excitedly leaving
our American/Canadian cultures behind. And we were
certainly excited about what stood before us, dwarfing
our shadows in the brightness of the sun. We looked
up at the four-towered church in awe, its snow-white
presence of peace an understandable stronghold within
the chaotic center of the city. The ten-plus years of hard
work that have gone into the restoration of and addi-
tions to the structure are a testament of Pastor Ruben's
vision-how God has moved, used and continues to do
both within the Tambov Church and through themany
amazing servants who lead within it. Eugene Peterson's
'Introduction to Haggai' from The Message echoes the
hearts of the countless people invested in the task of
finishing the Tambov church: "Material-bricks and mor-
tar, boards and nails-keeps us grounded and connect-
ed with the ordinary world in which we necessarily live
out our extraordinary beliefs. Haggai keeps us in touch
with those times in our lives When repairing the building
where we worship is an act of obedience every bit as
important as praying in that place of worship" (1726).
Though the building itself is far from complete, its
message of completion in Christ continues to flourish,
helping to put the pieces of people's lives together in
Him along with the building still in progress, Some of
those people who have recently been a part of see-
ing/h<;!aring about God's love were the approximately
65 Russian children who attended the Tambov church
camp. The kids' array of ages from five to 17 made for
entertainment in itself. Each day began with worship
songs, prayer and breakfast at the church, followed by
a daily, ever-eventful 1.5-hour bus ride to and from the
wilderness camp. This ride was the scene of much sing-
ing, smiles and starts of unforgettable friendships that
crossed the aisles along with the often, hilariously-obvi-
ous language barriers. And still ever-present was the
uhiversallanguage of love.
Once at the wilderness camp, located near the town of
Koltovsk, kids raced to their different activities through-
out the day, which included Bible study, sports (vol-
leyball, basketball, soccer/football), crafts, swimming,
team games and the evening program which featured
Church in Tambov Jessica Braunschweig
creative skits that left the kids with a challenge about the
day's Bible lesson/theme. Meal times and snacks never
failed to be much-appreciated-"ochen fakusna," (very
tasty) as we foreigners quickly learned to say. Each of
the children's groups loved shouting out their creative
thank-you jingles to the hard-working cooks. Grandma
("Babooshka"), a beloved elderly widow who became a
Christian two years ago, rolled endless batches of her
homemade rolls-the favorite treat of the week-melt-
ing in mouths across the entire dining room.
But more than mouths, hearts were melted, too-spe-
cifically our entire teams, as we worked in the Tambov
camp. The experience uplifted us with the encourage-
ment and life it brought to our souls, as well as to the
kids and counselors. In Russia, the absence of Chris-
tianity weighs down like a fog, in a generation where
God's name is so easily used but in vain. Thus, it was
amazing to see the amount of young children and adults
whose eyes were bright-eyed and shining for Christ,
despite the cultural darkness that seems to pervade
around them. Like the Tambov Church that is truly a
light in the darkness, these kids have already begun to
let their lights shine for Christ.
Though our team didn't leave the camp with fiuent
Russian skills, we departed with so much more. For,
each child we met and each story shared, spoke vol-
umes to our hearts that we are sure to take with us
wherever we've yet to go in iife. We'll never forget the
brother and sister we met, whom, at five and 12 years
old, already endured the loss of their mother, their fa-
ther having murdered her in a drunken rage one year
ago. Such truths of alcohol abuse and violence in Rus-
sia become more than mere statistics when those who
pay the price stare back at you in helplessness. How
can Christians bring answers to so many of life's ques-
tions?
Through the Tambov camp, we were abie to see an-
other side of Russia-breaking past stereotypes, even
breaking bread with the believers there. We received
a much-needed reminder--<1espite all differences, that
the Church is truly one Body united in Christ. The pres-
ence of the church of Tambov stands as a testament
that each of us is under construction in Christ, daily be-
ing renewed and changed. The Tambov Church Camp
encouraged us to keep living for Christ and shining our
lights ... in Russia, America, Canada and all over the
world.
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As I sit in the balcony of the B. J. Haan, a picture of a
dingy old Volkswagen appears on the projector screen. The
next slide shows the same Volkswagen, now brilliantly re-
stored - new paint, new hubcaps, new everything. Down on
the stage, a man with a warm smile tells us how we are like
the Volkswagen. "When Christ saves us, we become a new
creation. Every part of us gets renewed."
The man is Rod Gorter, the new Chapei Dean at Dordt
College, who is giving his first chapel sermon.
Gorter is not entirely new to Dordt. In fact, he's a Dordt
alum. It was at Dordt that he found his calling.
In 'his high school years, Gorter wanted to be a mission-
ary. "i had a passion for the Soviet Union," he says. With
. that in mind, he took a course in the Russian language in
high school. But at the time, the countries behind the Iron
Curtain were almost completely inaccessible to Christianity.
"When I told people about going there," he says, "they asked
me if I was going to be smuggling Bibles."
When he entered Dordt College as a freshman, he chose
business as his major. As a sophomore, however, he felt
called to the seminary. Eventually, he became a pastor.
Gorter pastored two churches, the first in Manitoba and
the second in Minnesota. But the world was changing. In
1989, communism's winter in Eastern Europe began to thaw.
In 1991 the Soviet Union was dissolved; and freedom of re-
ligion came to millions of people. Four years later Gorter
would finally get a chance to travel there. In 199!'i, he leaped
at an opportunity to teach for six weeks in' Ukraine, one of
the former Soviet republics. His church gave him a leave of
absence and sent him as a missionary. He describes the ex-
perience he had there as "wonderful." In 1998 he took a full-
time position training pastors in Ukraine and moved there
with his wife and four sons.
"Ukraine is interesting," he says, "because they had
people inspace before we did," but are still severely lack-
ing in basic necessities, like eiectricity and water. "Going to
Ukraine is like going back in time fifty to sixty years." Accord-
ing to Gorter, there is a very small wealthy class in Ukraine
but the rest of the population lives in third world conditions.
Gorter also spoke about the challenges of spreading the
gospel in Ukraine. In the 1990s, after the fall of communism,
people were very open to the message of the gospel. "But
since then, resistance and pessimism about religion have
been growing," he says. He attributes that trend partly to the
large number of cults that sprang up in Ukraine in the '90s.
In 2004, when Ukraine's government tried to falsify the
vote of the presidential election, half a million protesters gath-
ered in Kiev demanding justice - an event that would come
to be known as Ukraine's "Orange Revolution." Gorter says,
"It was very exciting to be on the ground level when history
was in the making." He says that only later did they find out
just how close to civil war Ukraine had come. Troops had
been sent to break up the protests in Kiev while other units
had declared that they would protect the protestors. The
troops were called back at the last minute, narrowly avoiding
a civil war. Gorter says that the Orange Revolution present-
ed a unique opportunity for the churches there to encourage
civic participation.
Eventually, the Gorters started looking for an opportunity
to move back to North America. In April of 2005, Gorter's
brother-in-law and father-in-law both sent him an ad from
Dordt College for the Dean of Chapel position. The Gorters
felt that it was an "affirmation" of their desire to move back to
the States. Soon, Pastor Gorter found himseif back where
his ministry journey had begun - at Dordt College.
Pastor Gorter is preaching a series called "The Wonder of
the New You" during chapels on Thursday this semester.
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A peeb behind the cu,tain
Becky Love
Staff Writer
The Dordt Theatre Department is hard
at work as they prepare for their first
performance of the fall semester. Ac-
tors involved in "Arsenic and Old Lace"
are memorizing their lines and practic-
ing their movements on stage. When
the time comes for the seats to be filled
on opening night, a hush will fall on Te
Paske Theater, and the show will begin.
What the audience will not see dur-
ing the play, however, are all the hours
of hard work behind the scenes. Jim Van
Ry has been working as the Theatre Arts
Technical Director for seven years. He is
now overseeing the production of the set
for Dordt's upcoming play.
According to Van Ry, production is go-
ing well and his team is one week ahead
of schedule. At that rate, it should not be
a problem for them to meet their comple-
tion deadline in three weeks. About a
dozen students are working alongside
Van Ry as he seeks to recreate a 1940's
setting.
Compared to past productions, this
is a large-scale show. Though Van Ry
admits to having worked on much big-
Becky Love
A Dordt student works hard on the
set for the upcoming .production of
"Arsenic and Old Lace".
ger projects in the past, the indoor sets
of this play are impressive in their detail
and accuracy. Aileen- Nyman, a fresh-
man working as a set constructor, says
that the backdrop will measure 40 feet
across.
Van Ry hopes that the audience will
see the set as "so real that they think
they're in the house."
So far, the work is going smoothly,
despite the challenges of constructing a
swinging door. "Doors are the worst," Van
Ry says.
When all the work is done and those
troublesome doors are hung, the team
that worked so hard to create a realistic
environment will join the spectators. The
technical director himself confirms that he
will be in the audience during the play.
As you watch and laugh at the antics
on stage, stop and take a moment to ap-
preciate the work of those men and wom-
en behind the curtain.
The play will run from October 25 to
the 28. Visit Dordt's website for informa-
tion on times and ticket prices.
Students gather to discuss controversy
Naomi De Boer
Staff Writer
United by an interest in art a con-
cerned gathering of students and faculty
met in CL 160 on September 18. When
the works of last semester's sculp-
ture class were knocked to the ground,
Student Forum decided to provide
an opportunity to discuss the events.
Professor Van Wyk began the fo-
rum by describing what the project was
about and how he came up with the
idea. Over the years, he says that he
"realized' there was a power in the fig-
ure" and he wanted to develop the idea.
Van Wyk proposed ·the temporary
sculpture garden project to the Ad-
ministrative Cabinet last semester
and it was approved. Students each
put in 20 to 30 hours on their projects.
They worked all summer to get them
fired in the kiln and ready for display.
"When the statues were trashed, the
.students were pretty devastated and I
was disappointed," Van Wyk said. "You
put yourself at risk, and then when you
do your work publicly it's even more of •
a risk," he continued. Like many art-
ists, the class wanted to make peo-
ple think, but they were not expect-
ing the sculptures to be damaged.
Some of the students questioned the
sculpture class members about whether
or not the nude sculptures were appro-
priate for a Christian college. One stu-
dent said, "It wasn't like we were sitting
around trying to cook up a controversy.
It just felt like we should show it [our
work] to people because we spent so
much time and thought on it together."
Also, 'in response to the biblical prin-
ciple about not leading your brother into
sin, the class answered "They're not
erotic figures. We viewed it as the crown
of creation, the human body made in
God's image." A non-artist said she ap-
preciated bringing the art into a pub-
lic space because when seen through
the right eyes, the art was powerful.
An art student viewed the statue gar-
den as "doing an unbelievable project as
well as giving back to the community."
She continued, "Maybe someone will
think about it. People can be amongst
artwork that they can appreciate God
breathing into the earth that created us."
Although many people pervert the
images of the human body, the art
class wanted to celebrate its created
beauty. Van Wyk was glad that the
discussion had been brought into the
open and the class hopes that people
will continue to discuss these issues.
Mission is accomplished at Dordt POPS concert
Cassandra Lokker section reminiscent of Bonanza, Pirates of the Carib-
bean and the bakers who were "good lookin'." David
Vos made an appearance as Queen Amidala and the
French Horn section carried the majority vote for best
costumes in the band.
For the orchestra, the violas led by Morgan Attema
as Jack Sparrow and Dan Heckman as Will Turner
came in first place with their portrayals of Pirates of the
Caribbean. .
The ensembles, directed by Dr. Henry Duitman,
performed selections from the Bealles, Star Wars and
songs such as "I Heard it through the Grapevine," "Un-
der the Sea" and "Wipe Out." The concert also featured
Staff Writer
The mission, for those who chose to accept it, was·
to attend the Pops Concert on Friday night of this past
week and' find out who kidnapped the football coach.
The concert included performances by the Dordt Col-
lege Concert Band and Chamber Orchestra, emcee-
ing by Donald Roth and Brenden Wipf, and the always
popular costume contest.
Band members were dressed to represent a particu-
lar movie theme- everything from Mission Impossible
to The Lion King. There were the cowgirls of the flute
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FREE POPCORN FOR SENIORS EVERYDA YI
Ends Thursday 9/28 ... Hollywoodland 7:10, 9:40
Everyone's Hero 7:00, 8:45, Covenant 7:20, 9:45
Invincible 7:20, 9:30
Gridiron Gang PG13 NP
Fri&Mon-Thu7:05, 9:35
Sat& Sun (1:45, 4:10) 7:05, 9:35
Open Season PG NP
Fri& Mon-Thu7:00, 8:45
Sat& Sun(1:40, 4:05) 7:00, 8:45
Illusionist PG13Fri& Mori-Thu7:15, 9:45
Sat& Sun(1:50, 4:15) 7:15, 9:45
Jackass Number 2 R NP
Fri& Mon-Thu7:10, 9:30
Sat& Sun (1:35, 4:00) 7:10, 9:30
The Guardian PG13 NP
Fri& Mon-Thu6:50, 9:35
Sat& Sun (1:30, 4:10) 6:50, 9:35
School for Scoundrels PG13 NP
Fri& Mon-Thu7:10, 9:30
Sat& Sun(1:35, 4:00) 7:10, 9:30
Little Miss Sunshine R
Fri& Mon-Thu7:05, 9:40
Sat& Sun (1:45, 4:10) 7:05~ 9:40
401 9th Street Sheldon
Movie-Line 324-2121




FREE POPCORN FOR SENIORS EVERYDAYI
Ends Thursday 9128...Everyone's Hero 7:00, Wicker Man 8:45
Open Season PG NP
Fri& Mon-Thu7:00, 8:45
Sat& Sun (2:00) 7:00, 8:45
Jackass Number 2 R NP
Fri & Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:20
Sat & Sun (2:10) 7:10, 9:20
School For Scoundrels PG13 NP
Fri& Mon-Thu7:00, 9:20
Sat& Sun(2:00) 7:00, 9:20
MainStreetTheaters.com
several highlights: Jamin Hubner's drum solo accompa-
nied by strobe lights, Josh Super's impromptu solo pre-
ceding "Hey Good Lookin'' and Jon Hjelle's "hjellefish."
Andrew Friend was "under the sea" blowing bubbles to
pass the time while Lynnea Vis was simply trying to stay
alive. .
The climax of the entire evening was that the audi-
ence finally found out "who dunnit." Upon his arrest, Dr.
Duitman admitted that he was the culprit, because he
didn't want to do marching band!
Overall, the Pops Concert was a mission accom-
plished and as for the future of the Dordt College march-











You shouldn't see this movie, but you already have.
And that right there, that's the problem with this film.
To watch Littfe Miss Sunshine would be to observe ev-
ery ubiquitous depravity and awkward stage in yours
and your loved ones' lives - the innocent iittle girl that
wants to be a beauty queen, the angst-filled teenager
who "hates everybody", the loser "go-get-'em!" dad that,
emotionally and financially, sends his family down the
drain, the suicidal uncle that is also gay, the tired mom
that attacks an ice cream bar with such nervous tenacity
that my teeth actually began to hurt and the old fogey-
Grandpa that snorts heroine from his fanny pack and
asks his grandson if he's sexually active. "Are you get-
ting any? Come on, you can tell me ... no?!?!?"
Here's the catch( es). Steve Carell plays the suicidal
uncle that's gay. That was good enough for a lot of us to
go see the movie that received a standing ovation at the
'06 Sundance Film Festival and made more money, per
theater, than any other film. Oh and also, they manage
to make the tired, dysfunctional family-dynamic interest-
ing again. There are so many solid aspects in this film-
each being reason enough to make this movie the best
of the summer. For example, the soundtrack is glorious,
each actor brings enough to their character to write a
book-nay, a series of books, the subtleties are artfully
placed by the directors (the poster of the airplane in
Dwayne's room), the camera work gives goose bumps
and Greg Kinnear uses the term, "sweet sweetness."
The introductory sequence is not unlike that of Wes
Anderson's dark gem, The Royal Tenenbaums, where
each family member is shown doing activities that ex-
emplify their characters. The dark humorous clips are
set to the magnificent score (music by Mychael Danna)
which, like the entire film, beautifully twist the falsities
of the family to bring forth their primal excellence. We
find that mother, Sheryl Hoover (Toni Collette) is bring-
ing Frank (Carell) home to stay with the family. They
return horne to the family when Frank learns that he is
staying with a self-decided mute, teen Dwayne's (Paul
Dano). Then, Grandpa (Alan Arkin) crudely complains
about "the (expletive) chicken" for dinner. Richard (the
dad, played by Greg Kinnear) argues with Sheryl about
whether or not it is appropriate for young Olive (Abigail
Breslin) to know that Frank tried to kill himself. They
learn that Olive has a chance to win the "Little Miss Sun-
shine" pageant but they have to be in Los Angeles by
Sunday, all the way from their home in Albuquerque,
New Mexico.
From there, and even before, the conflicts-wacky,
incredible and tragically realistic-begin. Not even for in-
nocent Olive's desire and only chance at being crowned
"Little Miss Sunshine" can they get along and leave their
demons behind. Like a Steinbeck novei, each character
brims and pours over in life and detail, revealed steadily
as more and more catastrophes occur on the trip. The
cliche, yet believable disasters are hilarious and laced
with scenes of tender connection and sympathy.
There aren't really any concrete solutions to their
problems, but each character develops and reaches
their anti-thesis by the time they finally arrive at the pag-
eant (well, most of them actually make it there). Los An-
geles and the final scene, though it brought the movie in
to a clear, yet cheese-free close, provided my least fa-
vorite dialogue in the film (between Frank and Dwayne
about the necessity of life's sufferings and doing what
you love ... ugh) and the creepiest sequence of images
and sounds that I have ever seen in a movie (seven-
year-olds in a beauty pageant. .. yeah).
I take back what I said; you should see this movie,
laugh as loud as you want and then walk back into your
life.
The HusJjanilie ivers eage of your seat reaaing
Joel Veldkamp
Staff Writer
"We have your wife. You can get her back for two
million cash. You have sixty hours."
Thus begins The Husband,"the latest thriller novel
from master-of-suspense Dean Koontz. Lead charac-
ter Mitch Rafferty is a gardener/landscaper in his late
twenties who has been happily married for several
years. The book opens with Mitch planting impatiens in
a client's backyard on a sunny afternoon. In this tran-
quil setting, he receives the phone call that will forever
transform his life in more ways than one. His wife, Hol-
ly, has been kidnapped by utteriy ruthless, seemingiy
omniscient men who track his every move. Why they
chose him - a gardener with eleven thousand dollars in
the bank - he has no idea. The book carries the reader
along through the next sixty hours of Mitch's life at liter-
ally a whirlwind pace. Along the way, he discovers the
true depths of his love for Holly and gains new insight
into the true nature of evil - "evil with a capital E."
Dean Koontz is easily one of the foremost thriller
novelists in America today. He writes two kinds of book
- scary, weird, supernatural thrillers, and scary, weird
thrillers without anything supernatural involved. The
Husband is one of the latter. There are no undead spir-
its or parallel universes in the plot. As with all Koontz
books though, there's plenty of weirdness to accompany
the plot twists. This is no mere kidnapping novel.
Another Koontzian theme present in the book is evil
-- pure evil. The book has villains that you love to hate,
and also villains that are not only evil but really creepy.
There are villains that you hope and pray won't be in
-
another scene, and then groan out loud when they walk
back into the room.
Koontz isn't silent on how to deal with this kind of
evil either. Mitch's parents, firm moral relativists, have
raised their family to believe that evil is a psychological
problem that can be solved with the proper techniques.
In confronting evil personally, Mitch undergoes a trans-
formation of worldview and learns to see both the evil
and non-evil aspects af the world in a different light.
What can I say? I laughed, I cried, I gasped at scary
parts, I yelled advice to the characters, I jumped up and
down at the exciting moments - all while listening to the
audiobook on my iPod at work. My co-workers were
entertained, too.
If you're looking for an incredibly entertaining book
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With changes to the team and the coaching staff, this
year's 'cross-country team has welcomed many new
faces. Greg Van Dyke, the assistant coach for the team
last year, has filled the head coaching position.
According to Janelle Van Driel, a senior and member
of the cross country team, "Greg Van Dyke is doing an
awesome job. It's his first year as head coach of cross
country at Dordt, so the training is a bit different -more
intense, more mileage, more challenging than last year.
But he also gives indiyidual guidance for each runner as
well." Van Dyke, who works in the Admissions depart-
ment, participated in cross-country and track at Dordt
before graduating in 2002. Melissa Klein, also a recent
Dordt grad, is serving as the assistant coach.
Along with new coaches, eight freshmen have joined
the men's team, making up over half the team's roster.
Senior Joel De Haan hopes the new freshmen will help
boost the team's performance. He said, "Last year's
team had a couple of front runners and a pack of run-
ners in the middle of the field. This year we are looking
to close that gap." The men's goal this year is to move
to the top in the conference and break the lull of the last
couple years that has left them in the middle of team
standings.
Closing the gap between the top few runners and the
rest of the team is also the primary goal for the women's
team. According to Van Driel, hopes are high for reach-
ing that goal. "This year, the women's team is bigger
and on average faster as well, not only because of the
freshmen girls, but the returning team members have
also improved." Only three freshmen girls have been
added to the women's roster this year.
The cross-country team has participated in four
meets so far this season. They started out strong in the
Dordt College Invite earlier this month. De Haan fin-
ished second in the men's four-mile course, and Jen
Kempers, Chelsea Gerdes and Tami Wieringa nabbed
the top three spots on the women's 2.4 mile course. The
team has also participated in the Dana Open, Turkey
Day 10k and Jackrabbit Open, with De Haan leading
the men in race standings, and Kempers and Wieringa
in the women's.
The team still has five meets to go, but De Haan is
looking forward to a successful season. "We have a lot
of new faces on the team, but they are all contributing
very much."
Defenders on the eomebaek ~_
Lady Defender Abbie Soodsma dodges a slide tackle
from an opposing player during a recent game
Jesse Veenstra
Staff Writer
Along with the start of a new school year, comes
anticipation, excitement and expectations. The
same goes for the new Dordt women's soccer team
season. Coming off a successful 2005 campaign,
the women's soccer team is looking to build on their
success and take the program to the next level: a
national tournament appearance.
The Lady Defender soccer team started the sea-










a third team AII-
American selec-
tion and NAIA Re-
gion III player of
the year last sea-
son. Coach Bill
Elgersma enters
his fifth season as
head coach and
has a record of
51-29-4.
The season be-
gan poorly for the
Lady Defenders as they fell to the College of Saint
Mary 2-1 and lost at rival Northwestern 1-0 in a de-
fensive battle. Things didn't get better for the Lady
Defenders as they dropped their third game in a row,
3-0 to Benedictine College.
However, after a slow start, the stagnate offense
exploded 'against conference foe Dana College as
the Lady Defenders found (he back of the net five times
not to mention a hat trick by senior Heather Otten.
As the season progresses, the LadyDefenders hope
to improve and to do well when it counts. "We want
to bring all of our different talents and gifts together
as one and play together as a team," says senior Su-
zanne Clark. "Playing well and utilizing our strengths
to break down the
opposing team's
defense will be a
key to this team's
success."
One of the key
games on the
schedule this sea-









them in our four
years. However,
every game is irn-
portantthis season
as we drive toward
the goal of making
the postseason."
The Lady Defenders will be on the road for the next








Dordt Defender Joel De Haan leads the




The Blades opened their 2006 season in Fremont,
Neb., September 15th and 16th, splitting games
with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Huskers.
Speaking for the team, player Kurtis Heerema said,
"We're more optimistic about this year." The Biades'
first game was playell on Friday with a 9-3 victory
..over University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The Huskers
then came back on Saturday in a 4-3 upset.
Overall, the weekend went well. "Special teams
improved, and our power play was good," said Kev-
in Prins. Physical play also highlighted the season
opener with the Blades holding their own in the pen-
alty category, guaranteeing good home-game en-
tertainment to come. Nate Woudstra led in goals
with seven on the weekend. Kevin Prins scored two
of his own goals for the Blades with Todd Bakker
recording four assists overall.
The team adds seven rookies to the roster this
year including Mark Veurink, Jake Esselink, Russ
Dykshoorn, Andrew Vink, Todd Bakker, Mitch
Dykstra and Nate Woudstra. The freshmen join
sophomore players Jared Rempel (Captain), Kur-
tis Heerema (Assistant Captain), Kevin Prins, Jon
Van Keulen, Jeremy Bakker and Matt Chesla. Ex-
perienced upperclassmen round out the Blades this
year, including Assistant Captain Joel Sikkema.
Flitting the ice very early, the guys look forward to
6:30 practice every morning led by returning coach
Nate Van Niejenhuis. "Coach is a good guy, and he
sacrifices a lot of time for us," said Jeremy Bakker
(goalie).
The Blades' will face the University of Northern
Iowa this weekend (September 29th and 30th) on
the road
